
On February 26, 2020, the U.S. Department of Education issued a field memo regarding final accreditation and
state authorization regulations to the state leaders:

“Because the Department holds all accrediting agencies to the same standards, distinctions between ‘regional’
and ‘national’ accrediting agencies are unfounded.”

“Instead of distinguishing between regional and national accrediting agencies, the Department will distinguish
only between institutional and programmatic accrediting agencies”
 
The Department will no longer use the term “regional” or “national” to refer to an accrediting agency.
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https://sacscoc.org/app/uploads/2020/03/State-Authorization-Letter-w-Diane-Signature-2.26.19.pdf
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